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to the eleven plutocrats or to the 25 men
who did not pay their rates and who are
still in arrears, had this idea, that there
was no desire whatever, no suggestion of
a thought in their minds, that they wisherdl
to escape or to repudiate their liabilities.
On the other hand, what they wanted was
that the Government should treat them
reasonably and in a business manuner. I
hope that when this Bill goes into Com-
mittee next week, the suggestion which I
have made will be given effeet to, and that
not only will the rate be reduced, but also
that some provision will be inserted in
the Bill whereby easy terms can be granted
to setflers in arrears for payment of their
tates. TUnder these conditions I support
the second reading of the measure.

Hon. F. CONNOR (North) [5.35]: X
do not intend to make a speech on this
measure. As a member for the North
Province, I rise to thank Mr, Kingsmill
for the admirable manner in which he has
placed fhe question before the House.
1 think if one were to spend a week in
stating the case, it eould not be put more
comprehensively than it has been by
Mr, Kingsmill, The Bill if carried in its
present form would, in my opinion,
inflict great hardship on a very deserving
part of the community, on men who have
gone ont into country that is certainly
not pleasant to live in, and where they
have had to face the prospeets of drought
and otherwise run greal risks in endeav-
ouring to develop new fervitory. T trust
that the Governmeni will agree to the
amendment which Sir Edward Wittenoom
intends to move in Commitee. The car-
rying of that amendment will be to the
advantage of the pastoral lessees, who
will be ruined if the Bill is carried in
its present form. Like Mr, Kingsmill, I
do not think it is the intention or the
wigh of the Government to bring ruin on
the pastoral lessees of the Gascoyne.
Therefore 1 hope the Government will
meet those people in a fair way when
the Bill is in Committee. I support the
second reading.

On motion by Hon. V. Hamersley, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 537 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3
pan., and read prayers.

PETITION—TROTTING  ASSOCIA-
TION LEASE, KALGOORLIE.

Hon. FRANK WILSON presented a
petition from 221 persons engaged in the
mining industry on the Bast Coolgardie
Goldfield praying for an investigation
info the granting of a special lease of
gold mining lease No. 4370E to the West-
ern Anstralian Trotting Association.

Petilion received and read.

QUESTION — POLICE  FORCE,

CHARGES OF DRUNKENNESS.

Mr. OLOGHLEN asked the Premier:
1, How many eharges were preferred
against members of the police foree sta-
tioned in the central portion of Perlh
for drunkenness during 19327 2, How
many eonvietions were obtained, and what
were the names of the culprits? 3, How
mmany of those convietions were obtained
hefore the issue of the order in August,
1912, and how many after, in Ehe latter
part of the year?

The PREMIKER replied: An investi-
zalion of numerous tiles would be neces-
sary in order to obtain this information,
and ihe request should be made the sub-

* jeet of a motion.
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QUESTION — COOLGARDIE MEDI-
CAlL OFFICER AND HOSPITAL.
Mr. MeDOWALL asked the Hon., R.

H. Underwood (Honorary Minister): 1,

Has his attention been called to an ar-

ticle in the r'oolgardie JMiner of the 9ih

inst., to the effect that it is propused to
leave the town without a Government

Resident Medical Otlicer? 2, That it is

also proposed to <luose the Coolgaridie

hospital altogether? 3, Whal does he
propose (o do in econnectton with these
matters?

The HONORARY MINISTER re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2. It is not the intention
of the Government to close the Coolgardic
hospital, 3, The Medical Deparlment 1s
endeavouring to secure a successor to Dr.
Thurstan, but owing to the general short-
age of medical men throughout Australia,
difficulty may be experienced in filling
the position. Pending the appeintment
of another District Medical Officer, ar-
rangements have been made with the Dis-
frict Medical Ofiicer at Kalgoorlie to visit
Coolgardie aud atiend to urgent cases.
The matron and nurses at the hospital
will render such assistance lo patients as
they are able, pending the visits referred
to.

QUESTION—ALBANY HARBOUR,

BULK HANDLING OF GRAIN,

Mr. WILLXOTT (for Mr. Wans-
brough) asked the Minister for Works:
Is any provision being made for the
handling of grain in bulk in connection
with the construction of harbour works
at Albany?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: None in the preseni extension.
In ihke complete scheme provision has
been made.

QUESTION —IXDUSTRIES ASSIST-
ANCE, FARMERS' STATEMEXNTS.
Mr, WILLMOTT asked the Minister

for Agriculture: Will he have statements

forwarded to assisted farmers if possible
by the end of October?
The MINISTER TFOR AGRICUL-

TURE replied: A start will be made
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almost immediately, and it is expected
that statements will all be issued to
assisted farmers by the end of November.

QUENTION—WHEAT EXPORT AXD
SHIPPING ARRANGEMENTS.

My, JTALE (for Hon. J. Mitchell)
asked the Minister lor Agriculture: 1,
Is there any law 1o ecompel wheat ex-
porters to ship in vessels arranged for
by the Federal (fovernment? 2, Can ex-
proriers make their own shipping arrange-
ments?

The MINISTER TOR AGRICUL-
'TURE rephed: 1. Wheat eannol he ex-
ported from Australia withont the ap-
proval of the Federa] Government, The
export of the Australian surplus this
year can only be done in vessels ehartered
under agreement entered into by the
Commonwealth and Slates. 2, No.

QUESTION—EDNA MAY DEEPS
AMINE.

Mr. FOLEY asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Has his altention been drawn
to an article in Monday's issue of the
Duily News commenting on share dealing
in eonnection with Edna May Deeps
mine? 2, Tf so, will he order an inspee-
tion of the mine by the State Mining
Engineer with the view of safeguarding
the interests of penuine investors in
wining in this State?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
pled: 1. Yes. 2, There is no power uboder
the Mines Regutlation Aet to order an in-
spection for the purpose which it is
desired 10 attatn. The objects of the
Act are to ensure the rafety of persons
employed, and the power of the Minister
to order an inspection is for the purpose
of seeing that the inteniion of the Acl
is being carried out.

STEEL
WITH

PAPERS — RAILWAY
TYRES, C(ONTRACT
STRELITZ BROS.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan--

RBrownhill-Ivanhoe) [316}: On the Tth
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October T answered a question asked by
the member for North Perth (Mr. Smith)
in ¢connection with a contraet for railway
steel tyres placed with Messrs. Strelitz
Bros. 1t appears that a wrong reply
wag given. The matter was bronght
undler- my notice by a minute from the
secretary of the Tender Board and a
communication from the Compiroller of
Railway Stores. T desire to table these
communications in order fhai the mem-
ber for North Perth may obtain the in-
formation. I move—

That the papers do Yie on the Table.
Question passed.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
HORSE-RACING CONTROL.
Report presented.

My, Hudson brought up the report of
the Joint Seleet Commitiee appointed to
inquire into the control of horse-racing.

Report received and read.

Mr. HUDSON (Yilgarn) [3.25]: 1
move—

That the report be printed, and that
the consideration of the same be made
an Order of the Day for Wednesday
next.

Quesiion passed.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
MONEY BILLS PROCEDURE.
AMr. ROBINSON (Canning) [3.26]: I
move—
That the Ume for bringing up the
report he extended for a week.
The matler is still under consideration.
Question passed.

SITTING HOURS, EXTENSION.
The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan—
Brownhill-Ivanhoe) [3.27]: I move—
That for the remainder of the ses-
<ign. the House, unless otherwise or-
dered, shall meet for the despaich of
Fusiness on  Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
and Thursdays at 3 p.m., and sit until
G413 pam. if necessary, and, if requisite,
from 7.30 onwards.
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lion., FRANK WILSOXN (Sussex)
{3.28]: I have no desire to throw obstacles
in the way of the Government getting
through the business of the session, hut
I would like to know whether it-is abso-
lutely necessary that we should meet at
3 o'clock each day. 1 should have na ob-
jection if it would mean that we could
get away a ldile earlier in the evening
than we have been in the habit of arl-
jonrning recently; but we have our pri-
vate business to atlend fo in addiiion to
our Parlinmnentary duties, and it seems
to me a bardship to forece members io
come lere at three in the afternoon, es-
pecially if we are to continue sitting un-
til the early hours of the morning. Even
if we have to sit a day or Lwo longer, it
does not maiter much at this stage, so
far as T ean see, unless the Premier has
important engagements or conferences to
attend in the East. Then we might con-
sider sitting earlier or longer as the ease
may be. In view of the state of the Not-
ice Paper, the present hours ought to be
sufficient to get through the business.
Can the Premier give us any idea as to
when he proposes to close down? 1Is
there any more business to be bronght be-
fore the House?

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Secaddan—
Brownbhill-Ivanhoe—in reply)  [3.28]:
The reason why the Government are ask-
ing that the House should assemble at 3
o'elock is that the business of the House
may be transaected, and, if possible, trans-
acted before the early hours of the morn-
ing. At present we do not meet till half
past four, and by the time formal busi-
ness and gnestions are disposed of the tea
adjournment has armived. After that we
do not resume uniil 7.30, and by the time
members have relieved themselves of some
of Lheir grievances midnight has arrived.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You have got on
just as expeditiously as you have brought
the business along.

The PREMIER: I have consulted. a
number of members, and T have heard no
ohjection to this motion. Some hon.
members on the Qpposition side have sug-
gested that we should meet early in the
forenoon. Quite a number of those hon.
members have private husinesses which
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vigently 1equire atieuilon in November,
and they wish to attend to their busi-
nesses in Lhe same way as the Jeader of
the Oppositior wanis 1o attend 10 his
affairs in the City. The Government have
never yet asked the House to sit unduly.
I have always (ried to adjourn in time
for the last train. The exact date of elus-
ing down 1 am nol yet able to state.
There is a fair amount of business
before another place, and [ think the
greater jrortion of that business will come
back for reconsideration in this Chamber.
Of course, I do nol know exaetly what
will be resubmitted o us.  Again, the
pusition s sueh that, while we Tecogmise
there is ho reason for closing Parliament
hurrviedly. vet it is desirable that as soon
as praclicable Ministers should be relieved
from attendance here in order to deal with
business ariging from time 1o time—sowne
of ihat business being abnormal in nature
and urgent and important in character.
I do not know that there is any business
the Government will introduce except
Loan BEstimates and a Loan Bill, and T
hope to he able to iutroduce them on
Tuesday next. Personally, I see no rea-
gon why, if hon. members devote them-
selves to dispatching the business before
them, we shounld not close down the week
after next with perfect ease.

Hon. Frank Wilson: [t would be just
as well to make it 2.30.

The PREMIER: I recognise the posi-
tion that members after lunch might just
as well come fo the House siraight away
and T am willing to make it 2.30 if the
hon. member likes o move in that direc-
tion.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I will move to
make it 3.30 or 4 o’clock, if you like,

Mr, Willmott: [ do not mind meeting
at 2.30 if we knock off in decent time.

Question put and passed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1915-16.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day, Mr,
MeDowall in the Chair.

Department of the Colonial Secretary
{Hon. J. M. Drew, Minister—Hon, R.
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H. Lnderwood. Honurary Minister, in
charge of the votes),

Vote—Ofiice of the Colunivl Secretvry,
£31,661:

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOD (Honor-
ary Minister—Pilbara) [3.33]: 1 desire
to say very shortly (hat in bringing these
Lstimates before this Chamber therve is
considerable difliculty, inasmuch as most
of the branches are administered by the
Colonial Secretary, who is in another
ilace, and knowing my own difficnlty
now [ can appreciate to a large extent
the diflicnlfies which the Colonial Reere-
tary must encounter in representing six
Ministers in another place. That posi-
tion should appeal to hon. members, and
it might be a strong factor in recom-
mending the abolition of another place.
In regard to these Estimates, I would
just like to point out that the expendi-
ture for 1914-15 was £447,452; the
revenne was £84,372, leaving a net ex-
penditure of £389,780. The estimated
expenditure for 1915-16 is £474,152; the
revenue is estimated at £105,510; leaving
an estimated net expenditure of £365,642,
whieh is less (han it was for 1914-15 by
£21.038. T want to say that in framing
these Estimates the Ministers have used
every effort 1o economise in expenditure.
So far as econnmy is concerned T wounld
just like to put this proposition to tmem-
bers. T realise that fhese Fisiimates be-
long to Parlinment and any decision they
may come to will he carried ont. There
are many departments on these Estimates
in which reductions could be made. The
medieal and charities hoth represent very
big voles and if lhion. members want to
cat anything out of those Estimates, any-
thing substantial, all T can sayv is that
we shall do onr utmost to gel on with the
money which Parliament votes us. We
shall dn the hest we ecan with what mem-
bers can afford to give us. There is one
other point [ would like to mention, so
thal members will not keep on talking
about it. There are no inereases on the
Estimales to officers receiving over €158
per annum: that. however. does not in-
elnde the econstanhulary—the police foree
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—where some of the inerements have
gone above that amount, but not many.
I desire to say a few words about the
aborigines, and I would like to comment
shortly on the select committee which
was appointed by another place to deal
with the retirement of Mr. Gale from
the position of Chief Protector of Abori-
gines, I want to make this position
pretty clear. A Message was sent from
another place asking this House to give
permission for me to give evidence and
it was not considered by fhis House. T
have no doubt it would have been had
we not been so pressed with other busi
nessg bhut it was a matter certainly which
should not be allowed to interfere with
very important questions. I want to sav
in regard to the select committees ap-
pointed by another place to inquire into
the administration of a Minister in this
Chamber that I consider, if there is any
explanatice of any action or any defence
to be given of any action on the part of
a Minister, that is due to this House,
the House which is responsible, and ¥
eonsider that no Minister should go he-
fore a select commitiee appointed by
another place until he has explained the
position to this House and the members
of this House.

Hon, Frank Wilson: You could have
made a statement any time you liked.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Hounor-
ary Minister): I did not like.

Hon. Frank Wilson: And yon did not
like to give evidence.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWQOD (Honor-
ary Minister): The memhers of this
House have had ample opporiunity of
bringing forward a motion, and as they
did not de so I take it for granted that
they wanted no explanation, and were
satisfied. Speaking on the question it-
self, and very shortly at that, when the
Government took office the ery of the
country and of Parliament was for
economy and it was ohvious to everybody
that the utmost possible economy sheuld
be practised in the whole of the Govern-
ment departments. I had a very large
staff in the Immigration Department.
The immigration business had practically
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ceased, at the same time it was not agd-
visable to entirely close that office—that
was in my opinion and the opizien of
the Government. It was desirable that
the organisation should be kept intact so
that the work could he taken up at a
future time without organisaiion, which
would be necessary if we disbanded the
department. On the other band, it was
not, in my opinion, a fair proposition
to keep a highly paid officer to act as a
record clerk. 1t was necessary to give
him some other work to do and in look-
ing round for other work for him to do
the Aborigines Department struck me as
the most likely of the whole lot.

Hon. J. D. Comnolly : 1Is that the
reagson why youn wanted io appoint the
Superintendent of Charities first?

Hon. B. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister): I wanl members to con-
sider this proposition. By some ex-
traordinary process of reasoning, the
Appeal Board has put the Chief Pro-
tector of Aborigines, as far as payment
is concerned, among the under secretaries.
His department will be expending some-
thing like £28,000. The eontrol of the
expenditure is chicfly in the hands of
other departments. That is fo say, the
Medieal and Health Depariments control
the expenditure of something like £3,500
of it in loeck hospitals. The police dis-
tribute practically all the rations and
the remainder of the money is simply for
head office expenses and is paid out to
oceupanis of positions., The position of
Chief Protector of Aborigines has been
made a sinecure throughoat Australia.
It is a most peculiar thing hut there is a
place in England called Exeter Hall,
where, as far as 1 can jndge, some idle
rich of HEngland congregate and salve
their consciences by looking after the
aborigines in other eountries, while a
guarter of their own people are on the
verge of starvation. It is easy to make
Chief Protectors of Aborigines in the
Exeter Hall who give the money to mis-
sions and who write reports. These are
read by the noble chairman and every-
thing is going along swimmingly, but the
least thing that is thonght of is the
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aboriginal bimself. My opivion is this,
that if we want that department adminis-
tered projerly we can get an officer out
of the police force. We can get a score
of officers out of the police force who
coutd run that department well. The
police not onlv know the habits and ways
of the aburigines but they know also the
babits of certain storekeepers and squat-
ters who in the past have been doing
very well out of the aborizines and the
aborigines’ vote. The positien has been
that we have a Chief Protector of Abori-
gines and he has a secrelary to do the
work. The Appeal Board pul the posi-
tion of Chief Protector up to £628 a
year; T think a more absurd decision was
never given by any judge in any eoun-
iry. T was in this position: I had twe
fairlv highly paid officers, one a man
who has had no training whatever in
ordinary office work, who started in the
departments 20 odd years ago and has
had made jobs all the time. He started
as inspector of scab in sheep. Tle kept
that position uati] there was not a seab
in the country and the job had to be
abolished. Then he was made inspeetor
of fish at Shark Bay. He worked that out
and the pesition was abolished. Another
department was started, the Fisheries
Depariment, and he was pul into that,
He could not manage that, and so fhev
had to zet Mr. Aldridge, a man who
knew something about it. Then they vut
him into the Aborigines Department. a
place where he could not go wrone.
What was T to do? The other man ir
well irained, full of energy, and has held
positions in manyv of the departinen:s,
getling up towards ('nder Seeretary.
Which of the two would anybody have

kept? OF course, the one T kept. Mr
Neville. Tt has been stated we should

have a man in charge of that depariment
who knows something about aborigines.
That is true, but the knowledge of ab-
orizines is not hard fo learn. Thousands
of men i this eountry have learnt it just
as well as ever Mr. Gale did. Any man
of average intellizence who will devote
his time to it s bound to get all the know-
ledge necessary to rnn the department in
less than a year, and from my experi-
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ence of Mr. Neville, T am certain that he
will =oon know infinitely more abeut t:e
nalives than ever Mr. Gale knew, Onn
other point: it has been stated that
dealing wiih this matier T should has2
asked advice from my Under Secretary,
Yr. North. Wby should T go to Mo
North, for informalion on aborigines?
The position is simply this: I decide to
do a certain thing, and T ask my Under
Secretary for information and advice.
I his adviee agrees with my opinion T
accept it; if not, 1 do not accept it. I
may jusl as well save the time and nol
ask it at all. As a tnatter of faet. the
Under Secretary has a great deal of
knowledge on many =ubjects, but he nas
not so much knowledge as myself on (his
subject, and, therefore, it would have
been only wasting time to ask his
opinion,

AMr. Foley: 1f vou had nsked him for
information, to whom would he have
Tone?

Honr. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister): To me. Alternatively,
he would have gone to My, (ale. Tn
regard to the working of the department.
I have been of opinion for a long 1ime
past that there was a considerable amount
of waste. and T have endeavoured to stop
the leaks wherever possible. The Esti-
mates were redueed last vear by zome
£3.000, and we estimale a reductinn  of
another £1.800 this vear. T elaim, never-
theless, that the natives are being
looked after as well if not betfer
now. than when the larger expendi-
ture was being inenrred. Probably
hon, members will want still further
mformation on this subject when we
are on the items. T will be glad to
supply it. In regard to the Charities
Department, last wvear was a prefty
heavy one. When 1 took charge of 1he
department there was a great number of
men out of employment. Tt was the dnty
of the Government to provide food and
shelter for those people. We endeavoured
to do that, and at the same time to pro-
vide work wherever possiblee T am
pleased to =sav that we have now been
able to stop issning meal tickets and fo
close down our shelter shed. Tt is pleas-
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ing to know that there are infinitely
fewer unemployed to-day ilan there were
some months ago. Any man who is jpre-
pared to take any sort of work ecan get
work to-day. I feel convinced that if
the seasons remain good we will not again
be ealled upon to issue meal tickels or
open sheller sheds, In looking through
the Tstimates, some -increases may be
found in regard to gaols. In respeet io
some of these items, the increases are due
to the fact that the Gaol Department has
been baking bread for the German pris-
oners. 'The expense has been ineurred in
the purchase of flour. There are one or
two noticeable . iustances in connection
with the gaols, One is that 60 ptisouers
in the Fremantle gaol gave a subseription
to the wounded soldiers’ fund. It repre-
sented gratnities earned by them and, of
course, involved tbeir voluntary depriva:
tion of small eomforts, It reflects great
credit on the prison methods, and T think
it is worthy of note. It cerlainly spesks
well for the reformatory methods of -thal
prison. There are fewer prisoners in our
gaols this vear than last. The average of
the past year was slightly lower than that
of previous years, which possibly indi-
cates that the world is growing bhetter. In
the Lunacy Department there is an in-
crense of £5,000 odd, due to the increased
nomber of atfendants consequent upon
the normal increase of patients; also Jdue
provision has been made for the full use
of the hospital for inebriates. Tt is
rather depressing to note that there is a
regular and confinual inerease in the in-
mates of the Hospital for the Insane. Tt
speaks well for the management, how-
ever, that a great numher of the patients
are from time to time released as eured,
and the re-admittals represent a very
small percenfage indeed. Tt is my
opinion that as an officer working the in-
stilulion with a view to curing the pa-
tients, Dr. Montgnmery has been a very
great success indeed.

Mr. (’Loghlen: A lot of the patien!s
do not think so.

Hon. R. H. ONDERWOOD (Hanor-
ary Minister): They are not very reli-
able judges. Tn regard fo the Medical
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and Health Department there is a slight
inerease of expenditure. This is due to
the opening of the Wooroloo sana-
torium. We expeet to have that building
complete by the end of the year or the
beginning of the nex¢ year, and with that
we will be able to atlend to something
over 300 patients. Of course a number
of the patients are at present being

treated in other hospitals, so it is
not  wholly a mnew expense, although
a great deal of it is new. We also

anticipate some expenditure in  con-
neetion with the maiernity hospital whieh
is to be provided at Subiaco. We anticei-
pate starting work on that hosnitul
almost at any time. As soon as the
children now there are removed to ihe
new depdt of the State Children’s De-
pariment the work will be put in haod,
and we frost that the hospital will -be
open very early in the new yea-.

Mr. Robinson: Have yon mads provi-
sion for it? .

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD {Honor-
arv Minister}: No; how can we cstimale
something we have not got?

Mr. Robinson: That applies (o the
whole of the Bstimates.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honir-
arv Minister}: Of course, the linn, mem-
her does not know too mueh about Fsti-
mates.

Mr. Robinson: Well, do not disenss
me: diseuss the hospital.

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister}: T do not want ta have
anything to say to that person.

Mr. Robinson: Why ecannof the man
behave himself?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister): Tn making provision we
eanhot possibly put down an item for a
hospital not vet built, but in making ap
our estimafes for nurses, stores, and re-
quisites we have assumed that some-hing
will have to be expended on thai haspital.

Mr. Allen: How much?

Hon. R. H. 'NDERWOODN ({Tanor-
ary Minister): Tn my opinion, sufficient.
I have not exactly gome intn what we
have allowed.

r. Allen: T see: vou do no' knnw
anvthing ahout it.



[14 Ocroser, 1915.]

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister): No. We have also taken
into consideration the fact that expendi.
ture may be necessary under the amend-
ing Healih Bill, which I trust will he
passed, expenditure in hospitals for
treating venereal eases, and also in larger
subsidies to medical officers who will be
eompelled to attend to these casns if the
Bill is passed. There is only one other
department I desire to say a f»v wonds
on, namely, that of the police. Iuw this
department, notwithstanding that very
material increases bave been made in the
men’s pay, the general inerease hns not
gone on as it might have heel, expeciad
to.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Why is that?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister) : There has been better admin-
istration.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: Because the (ommis-
sioner has refused to fill vacancies long
overdue?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWQOD (Honorary
Minister) : Because there have been econ-
omies effected and better administration
instituted. For instance, on the question
of stores, I would point out that stores
were not properiy checked previonsly.
If a station was started, certain stores
were put there that might not be required
and would remain there practically for-
ever and eventually be wasted. There
is now a better system of checking the
stores and bringing them from stations
where they are not wanted and using
them where they are required. There is
also an improvement in regard te the
supply of clothipg, and there has been
a fair saving effected there. The regula-
tion is that a man =hall be supplied with
unmiforms when required. This worked
into & syslem by which the men required
them at given infervals, sayv twice a year.
Tt has been found, however, that they do
bol require them as frequently as that,
If men do require the uniforms twice a
vear they get them. Tf their clothes are
good thex do not get them. As a matter
of fact they used to get new overcosats
at the rate of one in everv vear, and in
some cases men had five or six of these

1Giid

ovarcoats which were 2i) in good condi-
tion. Policemen’s overcoats can be seen
all about the place and they are being
sold for a few shillings. In cases where
this sort of thing has heen going on the
leakage has been stopped, and this has
practically made up for the increases
which have been given to the officers of
the force.

Mr., Foley: If the constables wanted
more than one suir a year, umler the
present svstem, could they get them?

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD {Honorary
Minister) : They can get uniforms when
required. The regulations do not specify
any partienlar time. There is one other
remark | bave to make, and thal is in
rezard to the police foree,

Mr. B. .J. Stubbs: What check has the
Minister on the question as to when uni-
forms are required?

Hon. R. H. CNDERWOOD {Honorary
Minister) : The department generally use
Lheir own eyes.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: (Can the Commis-
stoner see from here to Wyndham to
ascertain what uniforms are required?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister): T would point out that the
Commissioner has inspeetors in various
parls of the State to altend to this busi-
ness. When we inlroduced ihe system of
reducing the hours of work and pay of
Government servanis by 7.89 per cent.,
members of the police foree were brought
under it. Almost all of the Government
employees were able to get their time
off, but the members of the police foree
have had their pay stopped and have
had no time off, because it has not been
possible to give it. 1 want to express
my appreciation at the loyal manner in
which they have come to the assistance
of the Government in that regard. The
palice could absolutely have broken that
down if they had stood out, but thev
realised that the position was a diffienlt
and serious one, and they accepted it
practically without complaint. T want
to say this seriously, that when the time
comes for us to put this right, we shounld
give them what is their due and make
up to them the equivalent for these hours.
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I have, I know, launched these Esti-
mates on a sea of trouble, but I ask hon.
members to treat them leniently.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
[44]: The Honorary Minister has, in
his usval optimistie slyle, presenfed the
Estimates of {his very important and
large department clothed in that rosy
tinge with which he is accustomed to
clothe everything. All the garden is fair.
Fven the discourtesy, which has been
once again meted ont by this Chamber o
another place by its Messages being ig-
nored until too late, is passed over with
a brief explanation which does not, in
my opinion, carry conviction to most
members of this Chamber.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Thal is a question for the

Haouse to decide.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Hon-
orary Minister says he was too busy
with other important work to attend to
the Message. Whal has that to do with
the requesl that we should consider this
Message? Once hefore, hon. members
will hear in mind a Message of this des-
cription was seni down to ask that the
Minister for Works should he permitted
to give evidence before a select commit-
tee in another place. Messages from the
Council are continually being ignored by
this Chamber.

Hon. R. H. TUnderwood (Honorary
Minister) : Why is it the House did not
take action?

Hon., FRANK WILSON: The House
would not take action unless the Govern-
ment first did so. The Government con-
trol the business of the House. The hon.
gentleman ought not {o display his ig-
norance in that way. The House cannot
do anything except to pul the Govern-
ment out if there is a sufficient majority
to do so.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: They can move the
adjournment.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Tt is a dis-
courtesy meted oul to ancther place, and
now we have had this repeated. Ti is evi-
dent that the Government do not intend
that the House shonld even consider the
Message. I do not care what the Mes-
sage is that comes from another place.
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It ought to receive consideration at the
hands of this Chamber and should re-
ceive prompt consideration even if we
decline to accede to the request.

Hon. R. H. TUnderwood {Honorary
Minister): Another place had no right
to appoeint the committee at all.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Min-
ister had the optlion of declining to give
evidence if he did not desirve to do so. I
prolest that we are not dealing with these
Messages as we ought to do, and we are
showing discourtesy which the Chamber
should not show to the other Chamber of
the Parliament of this State. The Hon-
orary Minister says that he considered
that he should give some explanation to
the House first before he gave any evi-
dence on a matter of this sort, namely
the question of the retirement of Mr.
Gale. Why did he not give a stalement
to the House?

Hon, R. M. Tnderwood (Honorary
Minister}: The House did not want i,
apparently.

Hon. FTRANK WILSON: Why?

Hon. R. II. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Because members did not ask
for it.

Ton. FRANE WILSOXN: If the Hon-
orary Minister thinks that an explans-
tion is due he does not give it because
he says the House did not ask for it, and
that no one moved a motian that it should
be given. Of ecourse nc member would
move & motion. The Minister comes to
the conglusion that an explanation to the
Chamhber is necessary and on such a
question it is eertainly due from him to
make it.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Tt was not necessary at all.

Hon. FRANK WILSOXN: I contend
that the Honorary Minister should have
made this explanation there and then and
that this was the proper course to pursue.
He says, after making that amazing
statement—for it is an amazing state-
ment coming from a Ainister of the
Crown-—that his motive in retiring {his
officer was hecause the Appeal Board
had raised the emolument fixed for the
posilion,
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Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): I am prepared to stand to
that, too.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Are we

Justified in accepting that as a satisfac-
tory explanation of the apparently high-
handed action of the Honorary Minis-
ter? He says, “T am the best judge. T
am best qualified to judge of the value
of the department.” It is not.a question
of the oecupant of the position which is
classified; it is a question of the work
which is classified. Here is a gentleman
who occupied the posifion of Chief Pro-
fector of Aborigines. It was the posi-
tion that was classified and not the man.

Mr. Foley: The hoard do not make a
practice of taking the position into con-
sideration,

Hon. FRANK WILSON:
sified the position.

Mr. Foley: The Appeal Board do in
some instances, hut not in this.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Because the
Honorary Minister, for some reason or
other, has got a sef upon the genileman
who has been retired he says the Appeal
Board are all wrong.

Hen. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : T want to save £1,000 a year.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: He surely
never heard of a court or a judge put-
ting forward such a posiiion as this.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): 1 am prepared to stand to
it,

They c¢las-

Hon. FRANK WILSON: There is
not much standing to it about the mat-
ter: the Honorary Minister is sitting to
it. He then switches off the Appeal
Board and comes to the question of Ex-
eter Hall. T was wondering what Exeter
Hall had {0 do with his action towards
a select commitiee which was appointed
in the Legislative Conneil and the re-
fusal of this Chamber to entertain or
consider a Message on the question with
which they were dealing. The position
is absord. unparalleled in itz uneouth-
ness. T venture to think that the Hon-
orary Minister has again made this
branch of Parliament. at all events. the
laughing stock of the whole of Australia.
He went on to say he was not going te
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consult his under secretary. Why
should he? If his under seerefary does
not agree with him, he says he will do
as he likes and will stick to his own
judgment; and if he did agree with his
under seeretary he asks what would bhe
the good of his asking the advice of that
gentleman. Is the Honorary Minister
going to get any efficiency or loyaliy
from his officers under sueh a system?

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): I am getting efficieney.

Hon. FRANK WILSON; Tf he treafs
them in this ungentlemanly manner how
will he get loyalty from them? He is en-
titled to get the advice of his permanent
officers, and when he has reeeived it it is
his dafy lo give it due consideration.
Surely there are some questions upon
which the Honorary Minister will benefit
from advice given to him by his officers,
if he permitted his under secretaries and
other officers fo pni certain aspects of
cases before him. He says outright, how-
ever, that e does not care twopence for
the ndvice or the opinion of the under
secretarv helonging to this department.
That is an insalt T think to the officer in
question, which ought to be resented.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: He only 5aid so on
this particular question.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It doesnot
matter on what question he makes a
statement of this sort,

Mr. Foley: When the hon. member
was Minister. was he always prepared
to take the advice of his under secre-
tary?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Most de-
cidedly not, but T always consulted them
and weighed their recommendations very
carefully.

The Premier: Not always.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T did not
say T would not consult them,

The Premier: I say the hon, member
did not alwavs consuit them.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T always
consulted them except on matters »of
policy. The seleet commitiee in ques-
tion has sat and has issued its report on
the retirement of Mr. Gale. T do not pro-
fess to know whether this officer is as
the Honorary Minister has branded him
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this afternoou, or whether Le is as the
selecl committee-has found in its report,
which has been issued on the evidence
brought before it. It does appear to
e that, when a seleet commitiee sits and
brings in a repori of this description, it
is entitled Lo .some consideration at the
hauds of ihe Government and that its
recommendations should be taken into
aceount. 1 understand that its members
recommend that Mr. Gale should be rein-
stated.

The 'remier: 1 do uot propose to take
any notice of this.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Of course
not. The Premier did not do so on a
previons occasion. He proposes ta go his
own sweel way, no matter what evidence
is brought before him, what inquiries are
lheld, or what conclugion is arrived at. It
is this sort of spirit, which has been in
evidence for the last few years, which bas
brought the country to the disastrous posi-
tion in which it now finds iiself. He
will not segk advice from those who
know, but he will go to outsiders for
advice rather than to men who have
the best interests of the State at heart.
‘In that way he lands himself in
difficulties and the State with him. Un-
fortunately he has not to carry the res-
ponsibility of this himself. The people
of the State have to pay the piper in the
long run.

The Premier: Members of another
place da not represent the people of the
State. We represent the people of the
State through this Chamber.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I do not
think the hon, member who interjects re-
presents the people of the State.

The Premier: I represent a bigger sec-
tion of the people than does the hon.
member.

Hon. FRANEK WILSON: The Premier
represents the Trades Hall and the un-
tong, and he represents them very badly.

The Premier: I did not fix up a seat
for myself, anyhow.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
has made up many secret contracts. Tt
is advisable that he shonld look into his
own acts and clear away the mysterv
coneornine thase seeret eontracts. Tt i
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not a yuestion of a member’s seat. That
is neither here nor there.

The Premier: I think the hon. member
fixed up one once.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No.

The Premier: Did he not?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No.

The Premier: His meniory is failing
him.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It will take
the Premier all his time to defend his
acts of omission and commission without
insinnating anything against me. [f le
has anything to bring forward, let him
bring il forward publiely. I know if
thev eould liave downed me they would
have done it long ago. 'With regard Lo
the retivement of this officer who Las been
attacked unfairly by the Honorary Min-
ister this afternoon, condemned as a
loafer, a waster and a ne’er-do-well

Mr, Foley: He never used the word
“waster.”

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Hon-
orary Minister implied that. Whatever
may be said as to this officer’s ability we
have to remember that he filled the posi-
tion for 21 years, and I shounld be sorry
in an official capacity to use towards any
officer terins such as those we heard this
afternoon from the Honorary Minister.
The seleet committee brought in their re-
port and they came to the conclusions
which were arrived at on the evidence
put hefore them. To sum up the whole
thing they concluded that the Government,
on the advice of the Honorary Minister,
acted tllegally when they dismissed Mr.
Gale, and that conclusion was come to
on the evidence of no less a person than
the Crown Solicitor (Mr, Sayer). T ven-
ture to assert that the Minister ought to
have consulted the under secretary, but
of course he said that was unnecessarv.
The under secretary, although not haw-
ing any personal knowledge of the proper
treatment of aborigines, might have been
able and positively would have pointed
out the illegality of the action which the
Honorarvy Minister intended to embark
nron, That in itzelf would have been
something to have gained. But no, Min-
isters are laws unto themselves and on
all oecasions they do not care a rap aboat
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the laws of the State, In this case the
Honorary Minister determined to get rid
of an ofticer who had cerved the State
for 21 years.

Mr. Foley: Did you read the opinion
of the brainy man on that select com-
mittee. There was one there who dis-
sented from everytbing.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Then that
must be a proof of brains. The summinyg
up of this committee is very amusing be-
cause they gave the reasons for the acfion
of the Honorary Minister as they ap-
peared to them, and one of them was that
the Honorary Minister himself could
equally as well look after the interests
of the aborigines. After saying that there
should be in charge of this department an
oflicer who has full knowledge of the
habits, customs and distribution of the
aborigines, and that Mr. Gale has these
qualifieations, they declare thai one of
the reasons why he was retired was that
the Honorary Minister thought he could
quite well £l the position himself, That,
of course, is the opinion that the Honor-
ary Minister holds of bis own ability,
hut it is not convineing, and if that were
the renson for the retirement of Mr. Gale,
then 1 think the Honorary Minister shoulil
have given evidence of his ability in that
direction.

The Premier: Why all this fuss about
retiring an oflicer who was highly paid?

Hon. FRANK WILSCN: If a man
who is paid a low salary and is dismissed
under similar cireumstances there will e
just as much fnss,

The Premier: If he is not attached to
the Weld Club nothing is ever said about
it.
Mr. Rohinson: Mr, Gale is not a mem-
ber of the Weld Club,

Mr. Foley: I have never seen him there.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I do not
know either whether any members of the
select commitiee are ailtached to the Weld
Ciub, and even if they are, what on earth
-would that have to do with this mnquiry?
It is rather an unfair insinuation on the
part of the Premier, Ha is always mak-
ing these unfair insinuations without any
evidenre tn support them. And is that
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any reason why anolher place should be
flouted.
The Premier: It ix not their business.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It is their
business. They have the same powers in
the legislalion of this State and the Pre-
mier knows it from bitier experience,
and he i3 [earning more about it the
longer he holds his position. I do euter
a prolest on this malter, not on aceount
of the manner in which Mr. Gale was
relired, but more on account of the faet
that tlie seleet committee which was ap-
pointed by another place was treated dis-
courteously by ibe Honorary Minister.
Tn connecltion with the Colonial Secre-
tary’s Department the Honorary Minis-
ter referved to the gaols administration
and of course the Comptroller of Prisons
comes under that. "The gentleman who
fills this position also acls as the Hon-
orary Minister’s under secretary. He
is the gentleman who was ignored alto-
zether on the matter of Mr. Gale's re-
tirement. T want now to refer to a litile
malter about whiel T asked some ques-
tions, namely, the incarceration of the
person Hughes at Kalgoorlie instead of
sending him to Fremantle o serve his
sentence for gold stealing. T asked sev-
eral queslions on this subject and T got
perfectly frank replies from ithe Attor-
ney General who, of eonrse, was only
giving the replies provided by the Comp-
troller General, T presume. in the ordin-
ary course, It had come to my knowledge
that this man Hughes who, after a very
lengthy existence on the goldfields, was,
with others, convicted of gold stealing.
was held nominally in custody in the gaol
at Kalgoorlie instead of being sent to
Fremantle, which is the ordinary course
to pursue if a sentence exceeds more than
ong or two months. ’

Mr. Foley: The regulations do not pro-
vide for that.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: They do nat
provide for a man to be kept up there.
but the Comptroller has gone ontside his
anthority and power in this case. We
know what an immense sensation the
gold stealing business created throughout
Western Australia and in the Eastern
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States six or seven years ago. Large
quantities of gold were alleged to have
been stolen and there was great difficulty
in getting a convietion againsi offenders,
so much so that special officers were told
off to endeavour to put this eriminal prae-
tice down,

Mr. Foley: And special legislation.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: And special
expense was put on the mines in order
that the department might not suffer in-
jury.

Mr. Foley: And they made a criminal
of every man who worked undergronnd
on a Mine.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I do not
know about that, but it had a good effect.

Mr. Foley: It was un-British anyhow.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: One of. the
arch offenders was this man named
Hughes. e was not taking the gold
from underground. He had pominally
a mine under his control and a plant on
that mine and, he was supposed to be
working his own property. Really he
was in fthe position of reeceiver, thus en-
gaging the men whoe were underground
and who annexed the gold.

Mr. Foley: There was nothing proved
in that case that he was getting gold from
men who were working underground.
‘Why bring that in? Be fair to the men
working underground.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I sappose
the gold comes from underground.

Mr. Foley: T want to defend the men
who are working underground.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The gold
must have come from underground. Does
the hon. member think that Hughes
caught it in the atmosphere? Undoubt-
edly Hughes was a receiver of stolen gold.
Does the hon. member say he did not get
it from underground?

Mr. Foley: T do.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Well that is
not the point, The point is that Hughes
was convieted and he was sentenced, after
a long trial and an appeal to the Full
Court, to six months' imprisonment with
hard labour. The evidence was so conclu-
sive that, though the man was well de-
fended, the Warden, in aiving his jude-
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ment, said it was much too grave an
offence to deal with by way of a fine and
he had n¢ alternative but to commit
Hughes to gaol. Then I asked some ques-
tions to find out how this person was
being treated. It was rumoured that he
had his own bedstead and that he had a
room to himself, and that he had prac-
tically an unlimited amount of freedom.

The Minister for Mines: The report of
the gaoler does not bear out that.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: T want to
show the necessity for some further in-
quiry and I am going to show that if the
Minister does his duty, and if he has that
vast intelligence which he claims for him-
self, and that grasp of all the departments
which he has fold us about, then he will
perhaps promptly order an investigation
into this matter. T asked those questions
and was answered—

This prisoner has been permitted by
the Comptroller General to serve his
sentence in IKalgoorlie on the grounds
of ill-health, but otherwise the condi-
tions of his senfence have not been
varied.

I was satisfied with that answer for the
time being, althongh I had my doubts be-
canse so many people bad mentioned the
matter to mwe. Yet I accepted the answer
and the report which was subsegnently
laid on the Table of the House by the
Attorney General, although one eounld not
help remembering that this report was
written hy the very man who had charge
of the prisoner Hughes, who is alleged
to be receiving differential treatment. Tf
anyone reads the report he will see it is
horne out on the face of it that he was
simply defending his own position and
not defending it too well. His report
says—

Re George Hughes not bheing treated
as an ordinary prisoner and ocoupying
room instead of cell—I would respeef-
fully point out that there are three
large cells in the Kalgoorlie gaol, in
which no more than five persons are
to he placed. These three cells have
heen occupied by prisoners for the last
iwo or three months. Sometimes I have
had o take prisoners who are not sen-
tenced, and pmt them in these eells to
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make rcom for prisoners being locked
up through the night hy the police ard,
as regards the female prisoners, at dif-
ferent times I have had to place two
or three women in the children’s lock-
up, owing to the scarcity of room in the
female portion of the gaol;
I do oot know what that has to do with
the question, The report continues—
also, at times I have had io put one or
two of fthe well-conducted male pris-
oners in the same place where George
Hughes is now. The rells are at the
present time full, there heing 13 male
prisoners under sentence.
If the cells were all full, surely the au-
thorities should haeve heen gind to have
carried out the warrant of commitment
and sent this prisoner fo the Fremantle
gaol where there is more room. The re-
port proceeds—

As regards being interviewed by
friends, the first few days Ilughes was
seen by people econnected with the
business with which he was eonnected:
after that he was allowed to see visitor<
every Wednesday afternoon. the same
as other prisoners, but no more. He
is not doing hard labour. Hughes is
let out at 6 a.m. to get the fire lighted
and get everything ready for breakfast
at 9 a.m. After breakfast Hughes, up
te 5 p.m., has heen employed in remak-
ing the footpaths, by picking up the
old metal and placing new metal and
blindings, and making the place in
good order; alse has been pirking the
eoir of the old beds and refilling new
covers; also doing work at the stables
(police) and generally keeping the
place clean. Re freedom of action,
Hughes has no more freedom of action
that other prisoners who are employed
outside the gaol doing anything that
is required. 1 would also like to state
that Hughes also has been keeping the
gaol records written up.

Then the official goes a little bhit too far
and says—
There are prisoners whom 1 wounld nof
think of letting outside the gaol gate,
becanse it would be verv easy for them
to get away, as I eannot always be with
them to watch them.
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Evidently Hughes was let outside. He
was onc who was allowed lhis freedom.

Hon. J. 1. Connolly: Did not he go to
the races one day?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The report
continues—

Therefore 1 get the men whom I can

trust and know that they would not

attempt to do so,

The Premier: They do that in every
prison.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The conclud-
ing paragraph of the report states—

Re using his own bedding—it is abso-
lutely untrue. The bedding is all gaol
bedding.

The Comptroller General added io the re-
port the following minute—

This report comprises my answer al-
ready submilted, and it does not re-
quire either altering or adding te. as
far as I am coneerned.

With regard to the bedding, there is an
efuivocation beeanse 1 never asked any-
thing about it. T asked whether he used
his own hedstead, a very different thing.
1 understand Hughes has the use of the
gaoler’s office and that his bedstead is
there, that it was taken in for his own
nse, although, perhaps, as the report
says, he uses the gaol bedding. This is
only leading up to what T wish now to
draw attention to.

Mr. Foley: The Comptroller of Prisons
has ratified that report.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Then the
Comptroller must be set straight in order
to get a full inquiry.

Hon, R. H. Underwood {Honorary
Minister): I will straighten him up.
Leave him to me,

Mr. Foley: Some of us might do it on
the Estimates, vet.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The points
in that report are that the gaol is crowded
and I ask, why has Hughes been kept
there? Tll-health has been pleaded, but
cannot he be looked after better at Fre-
mantle. where there is a hospital attached
to the gaol, than in the gaoler’s quarters
at Kalgoorlie?

Mr. Foley: Do not you think it is bet-
ter to treat a prisoner leniently than to
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act as some of your party did to Hopkins,
allow him to die in the Fremantle gaol?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I ask the
hon. member to withdraw tbat statement.

Mr, Foley: I know it is true and will
not.

Mr. Taylor: Youn will have to withdraw.

The CHAIRMAN : I ask the hon. mem-
ber to withdraw.

Mr. Foley: I saw the man dying and
know,

The CHATRMAN : T must ask the hon.
member to withdraw.

Mr, Foley: Aceording to the Standing
Orders—

The CHATIRMAN : I must ask the bon.
member to withdraw unreservedly.

Mr, Foley: I withdraw.

The CHAIRMAN : I must ask ‘the hon,
member to rise in his place and with-
draw,

Mr. Foley: I withdraw.

The CHAIRMAN: I have been most
gracious and coosiderate and have
allowed interruptions and interjeetions
which I certainly onght not to have
allowed, and T am only asking the hon.
member to comply with the Standing
Order which is very explicit, namely that
when an interjection of that kind is ob-
jected to, it must be withdrawn. I ex-
pect to receive the support and considera-
tion of hon. members when I ask that
the Sianding Orders be complied with.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The pris-
oner Hughes was kept at Kalzoorlie be-
cause it was understood he was in ill-
health. I want to know what doctor
certified to his condition and whether the
certificate definitely stated he was too il
to be conveyed to the Fremantle Gaol.
It is inconceivable to me that a man who,
according fo the report of the gaoler,
could have a considerable amount of
liberty and was employed to pick up
the foolpaths and work from 5 o’elock
in the morning till 6 o’elock at night,
is in soch a state of ill-health
that he could not, in accordance with
the warrant of commitment, be taken to
the Fremantle gaol where he ought to
have gone in the first instance. The
gaoler’s report says Hughes is not doing
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hard labour. Is there any certificaie to
say that he is incapable of doing “hard
labour in accordance with the sentence?
The sentence was six months imprison-
ment with hard labour. Hughes evidently
has a certain amonnt of freedom because
he gets outside thd gate and can be
trusted not to run away. I have referred
already to the faet that he has his own
bedstead in the gaoler's office, which is
not that portion of the gaol premises in
which ordinary prisoners are incarcer-
ated.

Mr, Thomas: You seem to get special
satisfaction in pursuing this poor un-
fortunate man.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : I have
special satisfaction in seeing that justice
is meted out to all alike, Together with
this man Hughes, who was the prime
mover in this gold receiving episode, were
convicted iwo other men, named Veale
and Bozin. Bozin was sentenced to five
months’ hard labour and was promptly
sent off to the Iremantle gaol to serve
his sentence. Veale was incarcerated at
Kalgoorlie to serve his sentence of two
months but he had not the right to the
raoler’s office. He was put behind the
bars in the ordinary cells and had to
conform with the ordinary routine of the
prisoners kept there,

Mr. Thomas: Ts not this man Hughes
ilg

Hon. FRANK WILSON. There is no
evidence at all of his being ill,

Mr. Foley: The report says he is ill.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : 1 do not
want the Commitiee to rely upon the
evidence which has been given to me,
hearsay evidence, I admit, but if mem-
bers take the Sum of the 10th October
they will find an article dealing with this
case. It gives some specific statements
which I think we are entitled to take into
constderation, and which fully warrant
me in demanding from the Honorary
Minister that further ingquiry should be
made into the matter. This has become
an absolute seandal on the goldfields and
I am surprised that members who profess
to so well represent the goldfields con-
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stituencies have not already moved in
the marter. This ariiele states—

The wonder is that the questions
have not been asked before, for the
treatment of Hughes under seantence
has been a common topie of c¢enversa-
fion—it may even be said, a common
seandal—for some considerable time
past. In fact, several complaints have
been lodged in this olltice, and the mat-
ler bas been under investigation for
some weeks. Briefly, the gnestions ask
it it is true thaf, whereas Bozin, sen-
tenced to five months for the same
offence is serving his time in Fremantle
gaol, and whereas Veale senfenced Io
two months fer the same offence did
his term “behind the bars” in Walgoor-
lie gaol, Hughes is allowed to occupy
a room instead of a cell, using his own
bedstead, ean be interviewed hy friends
and does no hard labour, is practically
living as a boarder instead of a pris-
oner, and is enjoying freedom ot action
«uite unknown to other prisoners. It
is safe to say that, had those questions
been put to any man in Hannans-street
a week or two hack, they wouald every-
one bhave been answered in the affirma-
Hve with the additions that Hughes
has never vet been made to wear the
prison garb, ihat hie can obtain heer
and other luxuries when he wants
them, that an occasional game of poker
with
reach, and that the wife of a yprisoner,
doing time “behind the bars,” ex-
pressed her opinion of the differential
treatment meted out to her husband
and to Hughes, to the lockup-keeper,
and in ne measured terms. Whether
all these allegations are true or nel we
cannot say.

The Premier: That is the usnal atii-
tude adopied by that seetion of the Press.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
is rnshing in where angels fear to fread.
He obviounsly has not read the article,
for it goes on to say— -

Nor do we know whether any altera-
tion has been made in the ireatment of
Hughes since the questions were asked
in the House, but this we do know—

{a9]

his friends is mnot beyond his’

Wi

that a Sun reporter paid a visit 1o the
lockup aboit wid-day on Friday in
the absence of the regular lockup-
keeper, and wag afforded every facility
o zo through Ve esiablishment, The
ordinary inmaies at that lime were
“bhehind the bars™ eagerly waiting for
their mid-day ralions, but Ueorge
Hughes was tound seated at a well-
appointed lable in a eomfortable room
with a female companion. Both were
enjoving & hearty meal, and Hughes
was discussing also a hottle of 'nion

heer.  Hughes's companion, ihe Nun
man was  informed by the loekup-

keeper, was also a prisoner, but—-.
1t may be adeded (hat Huzhes was in
ordinary eivilian  elothes, and those
who have frequently seen him abour
the precinets of the locknp, watering
_the garden and so on, have never seen
him otherwise attired.

Surely that ought te be sufficient to cause
some farther ingwiry, before aceepting
the report of the wan who is blamed for
meting oul this differential treatment {o
prisoners under his eharge.  The Sun’s
report continnes—

The report of the gaoler in answer lo
the questions in the House as pub-
lished in Friday's Miner, has been the
topic of very general conversation, and
the opinion is freely cxpressed (hat
whalever may he the case now. Hughes
cerlainly useld not te occupy a large
eell with other prisoners, hut that he
had a hed wilh sheels, pillows and the
nusnal bedding in the room in which
the Suz man saw him enjoying lis
lupeh. As we have said. we eannot
vauch for the fruth. of all the allega-
fions floating round of our. own per-
sonal knowledge, but the very preval-
ence of those reports.and the cirewm-
stanHal - details . with which they are
accompanied, render it imperative that
a searching inquiry into their truth
or otherwise shounld at once bg insti-.
tuted. 1f they are not irue. then the
lockup-keeper is a much maligned
man, and his character should he at
onee cleaved. 1f they are frue. then
those responsible should he hronght
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to book and made to show by what
authority they differentiate between the
treatment of prisouers under sentence.
The extraordinary system that pre-
vails 'in eonection with the Kalgoorlie
gaol simply lends itself to abuses such
as are alleged to have oceurred in con-

neetion with Hughes. In the first place, .

the gaol is no place for long-senience
prisoners. 1t musi be had for any man
to be cooped up for any term lenger
than a wonth in sueh a limited space
with praetieally nothing to do. It must
be bad for him at any time—liad phy-
sically, mentally, and morally—and it
must be trebly bad in the hot weather.
Then, again, il is not right that prison-
ers awaiting trial should bé ecompelled
fo associate with men under senfence.
Lastly, the gaol—as distinet from the
lock-up—is" under no local supervision
whatever, except the perfunctorv su-
pervision of visiting justices, 'The
gaoler is a constable who by virtue of
his office as locknp-keeper becomes
gaoler when a man under sentence is
handed over to his charge. As lockup-
keeper he is answerable to his superior
officers in the police foree in respect to
prisoners in the lock-up, but as gaoler
he is responsible to no one in respect
to his treatment of sentenced men save
only to the Comptroller. He receives
his orders from the Comptroller, and
be reports direct to the Comptroller.
The local inspector of police and the
police officers under him are absolutely
powerless, have no say whatever in the
conduct of the gaol, though one of their
own subordinates is in charge of it.
Sueh an ineongruons system will not
bear a moment’s investigation, It is
had, radically bad, rotten. Tt lends it-
self to abuse and to corruption. If
any proof is needed of its utter incon-
graity, it is shown by the faet thaf
when questions ave asked in the House
reflecting on the treatment of a prisoner
in eharge of a gaoler, the Comp-
iroller or the Attorney General sends
for a report, not to that gaoler's su-
pervior officer, or to some other inde-
- endent sanree of information, but tn

the =aelae Fimeelf. e asks a man tn
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report on his own conduect. He has

no other option under this ludicrous.

system. The point needs no labouring,
the farcicality of the proeedure is ob-
vious at s glance. We need say no

more, but we sincerely trust that im-

mediate steps will be taken to probe

this matter of the alleged preferentinl
treatment of prisuner George Hugles

1o ihe hottom, and at the same tine to-

reetify the very glaring incongruities.

in eonneclion with the existing INal-
goorlie gaol system,

The Premier: Do you agree with the:
statenent in that report as to the system.
being rotten?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: If what 1
stated in the report is true, the system
is rotten.

The Premier: It is the system that you
inaugurated.

Hon. J: D. Connolly: The system we
inaugurated is not carried out.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Yes, and [
will prove that in one aet. Again the
Premier has rushed in where angels fear
to tread, and again he will come down
with a thud. Here is evidence that the
man was permitted fo entertain his lady
friends. He had a lady friend, also a
prisoner, havinyg luneh with him when the
Sun reporter visited the goal on Friday
last. Let me draw the Premier’s atfen-
tion to the Prisons Act which he ignores,
but whiel, so far as I know, was never
ienored in our time. T am not giving the
whole of the evidence now; but this evi-
dence, as it appears to me, is for the bene-
fit of the House and for the benefit of
the Government. If the Honorary Mini-
ster i so stupid and so pig-headed that
he will not lake notice—

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : T have told you T will make:
inquiry.

The Premier: 1 think that remark of
the leader of the Opposition is offensive.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Then of
course the Honorary Minister must bear
the resnonsihility:

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Responsi-
hility of the acts of his subordinate offi-.
cers.
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-The CHAIRMAXN: Order!

IIvn. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minjster) : 1 have not taken objection.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T daresay
the Honorary Minister deserves all the
complimenls | ¢an pour upon him. The
Premier savs by his attitude that it s
good enough iv have prisoners entertain-
ing their lady friends,

The YPremier: That is absolutely in-
cotrect,

Hon. FTRANK WILSOXN: Such a thing
ought not to be permitled under any
Government, and it was not permitted
under our Governmen!. Hection 26 of
the Prisons Aet says—

In every prisen eontaining both male
and female prisoners the females shatl
be bmprisoned in separate buildings or
separaie paris of the same building in
such manner, in so far as praecticable,
as to preveni their seeing, conversing,
or holding any intercourse with the
males,

Yet bere is a prisoner sentenced to six
months’ hard labour enjoying all the con-
veniences of the gaoler’s office and having
as his companion a female prisoner, who
enjoys a luncheon with him. 1 do not
wish to labour the question. This is not
an atfack npon the Government, but an
altaek upon the loose way in which the
department. is controlled, 1 think the
Comptiroller General of Prisons ought to
be told that when a man’s conduet is
called in question, then, although the man
has a perfect right to he afforded an op-
portunity of answering the charge, yet
the inquiry ought {0 be made by an inde-
pendent person. The warden himselt
might have been called upon Lo reporl in
this particular ease, instead of a report
being obtained from the lockup-keeper. I
helieve some members of this Committee
have a knowledge of the pesition, T be-
fieve one or more members of this Cham-
her have visited Hughes in the gaol at
Kalgoorlie, and know he is beinyg treated
preferentially and not as an ordipary
prisoner; know, in other words, that the
sentence of the court is being flouted. [
hope the Honorary Minister will be as
good as his word, although it is given
in his usual joeolar manner. I trust the
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Honorary Minister will cause a thorough
iuquiry to be made, and [ Lope the Pye-
mier, {oo, will see thai a thorough nquiry
is made. The matter has been taken up
by the public of Kalgoorlie, as evidenced
by this newspaper articlé, [ do nof think
the Sun would print stalements as the
evidence of its own reporter unless there
was foundation for such statements. The
one portion of this arlicle which gives
the direct evidence of the reporter who
visited the gaol is quite snfficient Dbasis
for inguiry.

The Premier: |
that.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Prewmier
goes on in a happy-go-lucky style saying,
practically, “It does not matter a hang;
good enough for the prisoner if he can
have these liberties.” That is the style 1
deprecate, It is evidence that the Pre-
inier does not realise the responsibilities
of his position, T will conclude my re-
marks on this maller by pointing out tlat
a greaft deal of expenditure has been
horne by the State, and also by those in-
ferested in Lhe mining industry, for the
purpose of putting down gold stealing.
For years past many thousands of
pounds have been expended, It is a most
difficndt thing, as hon. members know,
lo get convietions for gold stealing; and
[ do think that when a eonvichion lhas
heen obiained the order of the eourt and
the terms of the warrant of eommitment
ought to be carried out, and ought not to
be relaxed in the slighte<t degree. With
regard to the sub-departments in these
FEstimates, we shall have an opportunity
of touching them as we Zo along. It has
not been cusfomary to deliver long ora-
tions on the introduction of the Colonial
Secretary’s Estimates, seeing that the
Minister has generally been a member of
another place. I did, however, feel it in-
cumbent upon me, even at the risk of
taking up a considerable portion of the
time of the Committee this afterncon, to
reply to the few remarks the Honorarv
Minister let fall in regard to the retire--
ment of Mr. Gale and the treatment given
by this House to the Message in that con-
nection from snother place. I also felt
hound to eall attention to what is evi-

am not  guestioning
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dently a very serious state of affairs as
regards this person Hughes at Kalgoorlie.

Hon, " J. D. 'CONNOLLY (Perth)
[457): T did not intend to say any-

thing on the genetal discussion of the
Colonial Secretary’s Estitnates, and I
wounld not have spoken except for cer-
tain statements made by the Honorary
Minister. T ‘wish to énter my emphatic
protest against Lhe methods adopted by
the Honorary Minister in the adminis-
tration of the deparfment which he con-
trols. I refer more particularly to the
sub-department of the aborigines, The
treaiment meted out to that sub-depart-
ment since the Honorary Minister had
control of it, is certainly not creditable
to the Government. It goes without say-
ing that the people and the Government
of this State owe a duty fo the aboriginal
race. I protest, as I protested last year,
against fhe exceptionally shabby treat-
ment which the Government see fit to
deal oul to the aborigines missions.
‘When Western Australia was granted its
Constitution, a duty was east on us by
the Imperial Government to provide a
sum of at least £10,000 per annum for
the benefit of the aborigines.

The Premier: But that does not mean
that a gift is to be made of that sum to
the Chief Protector of Aborigines to do
as he likes with,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : 1 will come
presently to the Chief Protector of Ab-
origines, '

The Premier: The late Chief Pro-
tector of Aborigines took up the altitude
that the sum of £190,000 was his to do
with as he liked.

Hon. J..D. CONNOLLY: It was im-
pressed on the people of Western Aws-
tralia, before they were granted their
Constitution, that they miust provide for
the aborigines of this State. The mini-
mut provision under the Constitution
Act was £10,000.

The Premier: What has been the ex-
penditure? :

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: T khow it
has been a great deal more than that.

The Tremier: Eighteen thousand
pounds more than that.
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Hon. J, D. CONNOLLY: And even
still more than that in some years. I
only wish to emphasise the fact that the
provision in the Constitution Aet for the
expenditure of £€10000 per anoum
shows the importance of the duty ecast
on (he Government with regard to the
aborigines. Tf we had started a different
system the expenditure counld havé been
a great deal less and the aborigines bet-
ter cared for to-day; but the expendi-
ture has heen worked up to too high a
standard altogether and that is the posi-
tion we find to-day, therefore we ought
to meet it. [ said that the expenditure
is too great, but the system being as it
is we must he fair to that system and
the position ereated by that system.
Afler a good many years of -experience
and close attention to this department,
I eame-to the conelusion that it was our
bounden duty to preserve the ahorigines
race us far as possible, This is the only
State in which any number of the ab-
origines race still exist; therefore, it de-
volves on us €y preserve that race and
believing that I eame to’the conelusion
that by the establishment of missions we
were not going in any way to help that
race and preserve the lives of the ab-
origines, hecause T contend that a great
percentage of the aborigines have not
brains encugh to comprehend learning
or veligion. Tt is wasted on them, in
fact. it does them a greal deal of harm.
T came to the conclusion that the ah-
origines of this State will not live under
white men’s ¢onditions.” I ead give no
hetter example than by referring to the
New Norein mission. That has been in
existence for 70 years and I have never
heard one word against the conduct -of
that mission, in faet, quite to the con-
trary. - T know from my -  knowledge
and from reporls that no mission could
have been conducted on better and purer
lines than that mission has been for the
last 70 years. A great deal of momey
has been expended and the lives of many:
good men have been given to it, but what.
has been the result? There is scarcely a:
fullblooded -aborigine within the seope.
of that mission. That proves  that the
aborigine will not live and thrive under



[14 Ocvorer, 1913.]

white mew's conditions. Tbey ave dif-
ferenily constituied from the white race
but we find that that bas not been recog-
nised until now, and when I recognised
that position [ took other steps. A re-
serve has been gazetted by the Govern-
ment of 2 hig track of country in the
Kimberleys, millions of acres for the
native races. These natives ean live there
alone as if they were in their native
state; but onee the country gets stoecked
up the native herbage is eaten off and
the life blood of the aborigine race is
desiroyed. I, therefore, when WMinister,
recommended—and it was approved by
("abinet—the reservation of four or five
million acres of land, and I give the pre-
sent Government the eredit of having
made g class A reserve of it for the ab-
origine race, and I bope it will always
remain such. I believe that is the only
way {o preserve the aborigine race from
extinction. Unfortunately in the past we
have adopted a system of missions
throughont the State. These rmissions
at the present time are largely popu-
lated by half-castes. I found this posi-
tton in the Kimberleys: there was a
large number of half-caste children at
large, and if these children had been al-
lowed to grow up in the wilds of Kim-
bertey, in a generation or two we
should have a race of practieally =hite
people living nader the worst ubor-
igine conditions, morally and otberwise.
That being so, by my instruetion T had
these ahorigine children, one hundred or
two hundred, gathered tocether anil sent
to the Beagle Bay and Swan River mis-
sion stations. Having placed that Lur-
den on the missions it was the bouulen
duty of the Government not to cut
down the grant but to give sufficient
money to keep the missions going. Tlw
first action 1 regret on the part of the
Honorary Minister in taking charge of
this department was to ruthlessly eut
down the grants to the missions, and he
made the reduetion retrospeetive from
the beginning of {he financial year. That
was unfair treatment to the missions. Tt
was unjust and improper to the abori-
rines or the half-castes of the State, and
the half-castes come nnder the Aborigines
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Aci in the same way as lhe aborigine
does. These half-caste children must be
kept in the missions uniil they grow up.
1 amw not speaking of the way in which
they should be broughi up because I have
different ideas from the managers of
some of the missions as te how these
half-castes should be brought up and
taught.  The half-easte females do not
zel a fair clance wheu they go out into
the world, and the only way to keep them
until they are mnrrvied to otber aborigi-
nes, or to other half-castes, is to put them
in the missions. | prolest against the
action of ihe Honorary Minister, and al-

though he may not hold the same
views that | do of the missions, I
ask him to look at the position
which has been c¢reated for years.

These mission people who have borne
the burden of the aborigines for the
last 70 years, unless they get money
elsewhere to support their mission, it
means the casting of these half-caste
children into the bush again. Some of
the native missiens, at New Norcia and
elsewhere, are in good positions and are
able to earry on, but the Beagle Bay
mission and the Swan River mission are
not in a pesition to support thernselves,
and in justice to the aborigines I ask the
Minister to see if that state of affairs
cannot be altered even at this late hour
as far as the finances at the present time
will permit. T do not agree. by a very
long way, with the administration of ih-
Honorary Minister in regard to the treat-
ment meted oul to the late Chief Pro-
tector of Aberigines. The Honorary
Minister has stated that it was purely for
the purpose of econpmy that Mr. Gale
was retired. Iu -effecting economy, cne
must he fair and just to offieers in the
depariments, and the Honorary Minister
was never fair or just in vetiring Mr.
Gale in the way in which he did. T dis-
agree entirely with the Vinidter-when le
said there was no necessity far Mr. Gale
because he, the Minister, was an expert
on the aborigine question: he knew al
about it, and. judgiag by the remarks
made by the Minister - last session, no
doubt he has an intimate koowledge of
the aborigines. :
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© Mr. Male: He will not be there long.
““Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Granted the
Minister bas this knowledge, I would
poinl out that ibere is a political head
and a permanent head of a depariment,
The politieal head is there to direet the
policy, and le is only there for a few
vears at nest. He is not the expert.

The Minister for Works: If anything
goes wrong lic takes the blame,

Mr. Bolton: TUnder which head does
reirenchment come?

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: The Honor-
ary Alinister has shifted his ground be-
canse he has said that the retirement of
Mr, Gale was in the interest of economy,
hut we now find that he says Mr. Neville
had little to do and therefore he had to
fina other work for him. Mr. Neville is
an excellent officer, probably there is
none letter in the service for the position
which he holds; but the Minister says
that becanse he had to find something for
Mr. Neville to do he had to retire Mr.
Gale. The Minister shifted his ground.
T interjected when the Honorary Minis-
ter was speaking that the position was
offered to the Superintendent of Chari-
ties, and I find that sueh was the case
because in his minute the Honorary Min-
ister recommended to Cabinet that . the
Aborigines Department be taken over hy
the Charities Department to which it
properly belonged, and that Mr. Long-
more should act as Chief Protector. It
was only after the Public Service Com-
missioner deprecated the retirement of
Mr. Gale that the Honorary Minister de-
sired to place Mr. Neville in the position
of Chief Protector of Aborigines.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : A very satisfactory arrange-
ment.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : That is very
different from what the Minister states
to-day—that he found that Mr. Neville
had nothing to do and that he had better
retire Mr. Gale so as to give Mr. Neville
some¢ work. On the 18th January the
Honorary Minister recommmended that
Mr. Gale be retired and that Mr, Long-
more, the Superintendent of Charities,
be appointed in his stead. What does the
Crown Solicitor say on this matter? Mr,
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Sayer was nol consulted by the Publie
Service Commissioner but he was called
as a witness before the select committee
and he stated that in his opinion Mr.
Gale could not be considered an excess
olticer and he appeared to think that e
could not be legally retired under the
Public Service Aet, be nol having com-
mitted any offence, being under the statn-
tory age for retirement and his office not
having Ubeen abolished. The committes
was, therefore, of the opinion that Mr.
Gale had been illegally retired. 'Then ihe
finding of the select committee is summed
up in this: “your commitiee theretore
eonsider that the aetion in retiring Mr.
Gale, which they have heen appointd to
inquire into, is an ill-considered and un-
just step, Ulegally carried into effect, re-
snlting in no saving of sofficient magni-
tude 10 justify it, and redounding neither
to the eredit of the State nor fo the effi-
cient administration of the office in ques-
tion.” That is the findng of an unbiassed
commiitee.

. The Premier: Mr. Sayer says he did
not intend to lead the committe to be-
lieve that Mr, Gale had hbeen illegally
retired.

. Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: That is a
direct contradiction of the committee’s
report. ’

"Mr. B. J. Stubbs; Your statement that
they are unbiassed is hardly borne out.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The last
paragraph of the committee’s report
sams up the whole thing, namely, *“It

is neither economy, nor does it reflect
eredit on the Minister or the State”
That is reailv the position. The Honor-
ary Minister complained fhat Mr. Gale
had a sepretary. ] hold that the Chief
Protector of Aborigines should be, not
in his office at Perth, but principally in
Kimberley.

Hon. R. H. Underwood {(Honorary
Minister): He was there once in six
VOars.

Hon. J..D. CONNOLLY': He was there
once a year when T was Minister.
. Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : He could have got all his in-
formation from the police.
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O Hon. J. D. COXNOLLY: He sei up
an entively different system in regard to
the police administration of the abor-
igines, and by doing so saved the country
many thousands a year. The Minister
¢laims that he bas made a saving in the
department. He states there is a net
decrease of £1.800 for the year; bhut he
forgets to stale that in last year’s Esti-
mates the Moola Bulla station was in-
cluded in the aborigines’ division, whereas
it is now in a different section. That
station means an expenditure of £4,600
a vear, so that. instead of there heing a
gaving of £1,800 a year, as a matier of
fact there is an excess expenditure of
some {2000 over that of last vear. 8o
much for the supposed economy of the
Minister. On behalf of the service zener-
ally T wish to enter my emphatie protest
azainst the treatment weted out io the
Chief Protector of Aborigines. I this
sort of thing continues we will have a
very sorry publie service indeed. [ re-
gret that we have a Public Service Com-
missioner so weak-kneed as o allow the
Chief Protector of Aborigines to be
retired in the way he was. Wa should
have an officer who wonld be a Tublic
Service Commissioner in the spirif in-
tended by the Act. Only last session the
Premier said that when the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner knew the poliey of the
Government e acted aceordingly.

The Premier: T never made any such
stafement.

Hon. J..D. CONNOLLY:
it up in Hansard for you.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The Government are
in power against the Public Service Com-
missioner.

Hon. .J. . CONNCGLLY: Miaisters
shonld be powerless to retire the Chief
Protector of Aborigines without good
¢anse.

Mr. James Gardiner: 1 would abolish
the lot if T conld.

Hon. J. D, CONXOLLY: Yes, if it
were in the interests of the eountry, per-
haps, but I say the Public Service Act
was ignored on this oceasion. I potice
with regret that no provision has been
made under medical and health for the

[ will turn

vy

long promised naternity hospital in the
melropolitan avea,  There way be some
provision made elsewhere, but it is not
here,

How. R, K, UNDERWQOD ( Honoravy
Minister—L'ilbaru—in reply) (3.23]: ln
respect o the Hughes ease, 1 will ask
the Colunial Heeretary to make inquiries,
and if things are not all right T am pretty
sure they will be pul right. In reply
t0o the member for Verth {Hon. J. D.
Connolly) in regard to mnissions, I desire
to say that the hon. inember, when Minis-
ter, certainly handled this ¢uestion very
well. | was agreeably surprised in read-
thg many of his minutes which showed
me that he was well shead in regard o
missions. This is what has happened: T
hold, as the hon. member holds, that mis-
sions in close proximity to towns are alto-
gether undesirable. [ gave notice that
I intended (o remedy that as far as pos-
sible. To begin with, T stopped their
subsidies, to see what wounld be done.
When it was pointed out to me that the
stations at Vietoria Park, Midland June-
tion, and Collie, and the Salvation Arny
station at Kalgoorlie, had children whe
had heen sent tn them by the depart-
ment, | at onee undertook te pay for
those children. 1 have had to pay for
them ever since. Bunt T am desirous of
abolishing that swstem, and a station is
hemg started in the TWatanning distrief
where we hope to zet away from the
missions altogether and baild up a Gov-
ernment institution to whieh we van senid
those children. I am sanguine that we
will moke a suecess of that, and then
the pavment conditions will rease. In

regard to the New Norcla mission, [
thought the hon. member would have

mentioned the lact that T have cut off
the subsidy vntirely.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: T did not knisw
of it.

Hon. R H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister) : T did it hecause that is a very
rich insfitntion. The expendilure on
their buildings has been enormous, They
published an elaborate pamphlet con-
cerning their institution. If thev wan
do all this they Ao not require a subsidy.
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Hon. J, D. Connolly: To be just
to them, they establieched, entirely at
their own expense, the rission at the
Drysdale river.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Hon-
orary Minister): I appreciate the work
done by these people, but I do not think
it is a fair thing that this institution
should have a subsidy when it can get
on without one. With regard to the
Beagle Bay mission, T have cut that
down materislly. 1 did intend to cut
out the subisidy altogether, but it was
peinted out to me that if I did so some
of the natives might possibly want for
food. What has taken place at Beagle
Bay ? The Government have subsidised
that place to the extent of £800 a year,
in addition to supplying food for the
natives. The missioners ¢ane along, and
the Government granted them the land
free of rent. They have expended over
£16,000 on buildings. Mr. Gale went
up and reported that the land was
absolutely wuseless, that they could
never make a success of it, and in
consequence it would always be an
expense -to the State. He concluded
his report by saying he was pleased to
see that the children were learning to
sing hymns and the National Anthem.
I do not think it is right that we should
confinue to pay subsidies to these in-
stitutions, I have had letters from all
parts of the North-West on this subject.
Tt is the one upon which I have heen
complimented more than any other since
T have been in office. One man wrote
to me ahout these missions, stating that
most of the time was spent in teaching
the children to pray, while no iime was
spent in teaching them t¢ work. 1T
desire that they shall be taught to work
and make themselves useful so that they
may earn sufficient for their own living.
I think, after all, T have treated these
missions reasonably well In regard
to the Port George missioners, I told
them last year that I would pay this
year, but would not give any more
subsidies. I said that if they desired
to stari properly I would supply them
with some cattle. I found afterwards
that I conld not supply them with cattle,
because our station is in the tick-infested
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ares, whereas their mission is outside
that area. To get over the difficulty
I gove themn £100 worth of stores this
year. In my opinion it is the right
position to take up. I just want to say
a word or two in connection with Mr.
Jull's position with regard to Mr. Gale's
retirement. We will possibly come to
the question again on the items, and by
that time I will have & statoment here by
Mr. Sayer as to what he did say in this
connection. So far as Mr. Jull' is ocon-
corned, he is, in my opinion, taking
up the right position. I recommended
or suggested the retirerment of Mr.
Gale. He came and advised me that
it was desirable, in his opinion, to have
& man in that position who was ac-
queinted with the ways and habits
of aborigines. That advice it was his
duty to give me. I said that in my
opinion it was not necessary to have
& man of this deseription in the position
of Chief Protector of Aborigines. He
replied that if this was the policy of the
Government, that they did not require
a man in that position with knowledge
of that nature, in those circumstances it
was the policy of the Government and
that. of course, he could not dictate fio
them on a question of policy. Tt only
remained for him, then, to make arrange-
ment for the transfer. I am of opinion
that Mr. Jull took up the right position.
There is this to be said, that many people
are wunder the impression that Mr.
Jull’s position is one in which he is
representing the civil servants, that he
should at all times take up the cudgels
for the civil servants. If that iz t0 be
the case who, in the name of conscience,
is going to take up the cudgels for the
people T What is wanted in that posi-
tion, and what the Government must
have, is & man to take their side of &
question and not that of the civil servanta.
One might as well pus up a McCalluny
to fix the wages and say that McCallum
is representing the manufacturers——

Hon. J. D. Connolly : Who is McCal-
lum ?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOD (Hon-
orary Minister): Or the mine owners,
as to say thet Mr, Jull in his position
represents the e¢ivil servants. As a
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matter of fact, Mr. Jull is, or he should
be, representing the Government, and
through the Govermnent, the people.
To my knowledge he fills that position
reasonably well.

This concluded the genersl debate on
the Colonial Becretary’s Estimates ; Votes
and iterns discussed as follow :—

Vote—Office
£31,.644;

Item—Under Secretary and Comp-
troller General of Prisons, £600.

Mr. OLOGHLEN : I move &n amend-
ment—

That the ilem be reduced by £100.

I feel T am absolutely justified in moving
this amendment. This officer has been
in the service of the State for a period
of 28 yemrs, and was appointed to his
present position in 1902, As an officer
ho has not given satisfactory service
to the State. Not dozens, but scores
of times I have seen himn during hours
when he should be engaged in his office,
sither walking around the streets or on
his way home. A few months ago T saw
him catching the 10 o’clock train on the
way from his home 6o his office. I
hope that a protest against this kind of
thing will induce the Minister to take
action. If the Minister knows that this
is going on and takes no steps to prevent
it, he is equally blameable. 'That officer
has no ripht to be playing golf and
meandering about the street when his
subordinate officers are doing all the
work. If the Public Service C(om-
migsioner i3 not aware that this officer
is not giving a fair crack of the whip over
his department he should look into the
matter. I am not satisfied with the
Barvices whieh this under secretary
is rendering to Western Australia.

Mr. George: On a point or order,
is it permissible, seeing that we have
a Public Service Commissioner and an
Appeal Board, for any member to move
for a reduction of this particular item ?

The Premier: Yes, in the case of
any item which is not under & special
Act.

The CHAIRMAN : There is nothing
to prevent the hon. member moving
for a reduction of this item.

of Colonial Secretary.

Mr. O'LOGHLEX : If we want an
exhibit of physical proportions or a
fashion plate the gentlomon I am spesk.
ing of would poesibly fil the bill, but a8
an under secretary he is, in my opinion,
utterly lacking in his duties. It 8 &
matter of public comment. Anyone
going through the City or suburbs will
hear this officer spoken of more than
any other officer of the department,
People have asked how it is that he can
enjoy such & splendid position. ~ One
gentleman asked him how it was that
the under secretary ecould leave his
home at such a late hour in the morning
and return se¢ early in the afternoon.
He pointed out with some degree of pride
that he should be complimented for being
wble to get through his work in half
the time it would take ény other urider
secretary to get through his. TIf the
Minister does not know that this is
going on he i8 not attending to the
administration of his department.

“Mr. George : The " hon. member
argues that the office must be over-
manned or this gentleman would not
be able to de this. :

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : The argument of
this officer is that his superior abilities
enable him to do this. ~If the office is
overmanned let us cut it down. I pro-
test against this officer meandering
about the City in such a fashion as to
get a bad example to the rank and file of
the public servants.

Mr, Heitmann: He has a long line
of distinguished ancestors.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : I have no per-
sonal feeling in the matter ; indeed,
I do net think I have ever spoken to
the officer in question.

Mr. Willmott: If the hon. member
had spoken to him he would have found
him a decent sort of fellow.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : What is he paid
for ? Other officers of the public service
are decent fellows and they eam their
salary. T am of opinion that this
officer does not earn his salary.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary

Minister) : My opinion is that he is &
very capable officer.
Mr, O'LOGHLEN : Time brings

extraordinary changes. It is not long
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gince the Honorary Minister, who now
eays thet this gentleman is a capable
officer, held an entirely difierent opinion.
We can surely insist that this highly
paid officer gives the Government a fair
deal in regard to the hours he works
and the work he does, and to setting a
better example to other members of the
service in the matter of attendance at
his office, : e

Mr. FOLEY : T agree with the member
for Forrest that it is an economic fallacy
to employ highly -paid officers who are
not giving the State an adequate return
far the money they receive. T would
like to see the Estimates compiled in a
different way. I do not know how much
this officer receives for his position of
under secretary and how much for that
of Comptroller CGeneral of Prisons. If I
knew that I should be in a better posi-
tion to say what portion of his salary
I should like to see cut down.

The Premier: He does not get any-
thing as Comptroller of Prizons,

Mr. FOLEY : Then why is it on the
Estimates ?

The Premier :
or four titles.

Mr. FOLEY: The Government are
misleading the House. Wherever we go
in the City we hear the name of this
gentleman mentioned, and we hear also
that he has a very good position. T had
the honour, with the Premier, of meeting
him one night at a eivil service dinner,
and I never heard a more violent party
speech in my life than that which was
delivered by the gentleman in question,
and when the Premier rose to reply he
was at & loss to know whether he was
going to move a vote of thanks to him,
or to reply on behalf of the Governmens,
That gentleman told the gathering that
he was placed in the service under
conditions thai some people could not
get into the service under at the present
time, and 1 also heard B8ir John Forrest
state that it was he who placed the
gentleman in question there, and that he
was glad that he had done so. Then in
the very next breath they went on fo
talk about spoils to the victors. He
even went to the extent of criticising
the Governument about opening meat

A man can have three

[ASSEMBLY.] .

shops, and he practically insulted the
Premier.

Hon, J. D. Connolly:
this take place ?

Mr. FOLEY: At a civil service
dinner, After seeing the gentleman in
question walking from the railway
station to his office, that i3 if he succeeds
in getting his early 10-30 a.m. train, the
dignity with which he waves his stick
would be the only thing that would
impel me not to vote against the re-
duction of his salary. There are men
in the service who earn their salaries,
and there are men who are not paid
enough for the work they do. But there
are also those employed whose services
could well be dispensed with. The
second item on these Hstimates pro-
vides for an increase of £318 for clerks.
If there is to be this increase then I
reckon the gentleman who is supposed
to supervise that office should earn some
of that money.

Hon. J. 13 CONNOLLY : The mem-
ber for Forrest has adopted a very
improper attitude on this item, The
Minister who controls the Colonial Secre-
tary’s Department is not in this House.

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary
Minister) : I s here ; it is alright.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: 1 think
I am correct in saying that the gentleman
whom the member for Forrest wants to
have a sly dig at is the Colonial Secretary,
but his action is highly improper.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Well, what is the
proper attitude ¥’

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: It is not
the proper attitude to attack a Minister
who is not in this House.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: That is a reflection
againgt the Honorary Minister.

Hon, J. D, CONNOLLY : The very
action of the member for Forrest in
moving for a reduction of the under
secretary’s salary is o reflection against
the Honorary Minister. If the under
secretary’s services are not worth the
sadary he receives the Minister has no
right to leave him there. But it is
extremely unfair that an officer should
be attacked at all, and, in regard to
this particular officer, from the ex-
perience T have had of him while holding

Where did
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the portiolio of Colonial Secretary L can
say nothing but good of him. I always
found him to be & very loyal and capable
officer.

Mr. O'Loghlen: He supplied the
brains that you did not possess.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Then that
is & good argument in favour of an
increase instead of & reduction in his
salary. The member for Forrest tolls
us that this officer is frequently seen out
of his office.

Mr. O'Loghlen: My complaint is that
he will not leave his home in good time,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : The position
of Comptroller of Prisons is no sinecure,
and it often takes him out of his office.
Moreover it i8 in the interests of his
department that he should not devote
the whole of his time to the office.
The fact must not be overlooked that
there are sub-departments and branches
scattered all over the State. This officer,
although he may arrive at his office late
in the morning, is very frequently found
there at 7 and 8 ¢’clock at night.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: It is my in-
tention to oppose the amendment, but
not hecause of the reasons advanced
by the member for Perth. It is not
advisable in the interests of the service
that o responsible officer should be seen
walking about the streets at all hours of
the day. Such a thing must certsinly
interfere with the discipline of the service.
But to reduce the officer’s salary is not
the way to wvoice an objection. The
matter should be discussed in a proper
manner on & motion, and, if he is not
carrying out his duties in the way that
they should be carried out, he should be
removed from his office altogether.
There must be an under secretary in
this department, and if the position
is worth £600—and every member is
agreed that the position is worth that
money—we must pay that palary. If
wa cut down the salary this officer may
refuse to continue in his position. In
that case, we will have to appoint
another, snd may get a gentleman with
any amount of ability and with sufficient
vigour 0 work from 9 o’clock in the
morning till 6 o’clock in the evening,
notwithstanding which he will have to be
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content with the reduced salary. I
suggest that the hon, moembor with-
draw the amendment.

Mr. WILLMOTT : I endorse the re-
marks of the last speaker. The position of
Under-Secretary and Comptroller General
of Prisons has been classified at £600.
In considering that salary the question
of the officer’s competence is of no
importance to us. If the officer has
proved himself to be incompetent or
lazy it is the duty of the Public Service
Commissioner to deal with him., How-
ever I have known thia officer for 30
yvears, and 1 have always found him to
be thoroughly up to date in his work.
For any information regarding his de-
partment one can safely go to that
officer.

The Premier :
go to get it.

Mr. George: Whem do you want the
billet for ?

The Premier :
you into it.

Mr. WILLMOTT: The question of
who appeinted this officer in the first
place has nothing to do with his salary.
The office has been classified at £600.
and if in the opinion of members this
officer has fallen from grace, there is &
proper way of dealing with him. To
move to reduce lis salary is nof the
proper way.

He knows where to0

We would not put

Mr. O'Loghlen: What s the correct
way ?
Mr. WILLMOTT: If you know he

is not doing his duty, report it to the
Colonial Secrotary.

Mr. O'Loghlen: More than one
Colonial Secretary has had reason to
reprimand him before to-day.

Mr, WILLMOTT: If we are ta deal
with individual officers and the way in
which they ecarry out their duties, we
shall be here till 1917 dealing with the
Estimates. It is sbsolutely improper
to attempt to reduce this salary. From
personal knowledge of this officer I can
say that he has always fulfilled his
duties in & proper manner.

(The Speaker resumed the Chuir.]

Progress reported.
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BILLS (2)--RETURNED FROM THE
COUNCIL.
1, Mines Reguldtion Act Amendroent.
2, Licensing Act Amendment Con-
tinuance.
With amendments.

House adjourned at 6-11 p.m.

TLegistative Council,
Tuesday, 10k Oclober, 1915,

Pade

Papers presented .. 1684

Jolnt Select Committes, Money Billa Procedure .. 1634
Motions: Commonwenlth Delence Act, Con-

seription .. 168+

Commonwealth Consiitution Referendums . 1700

Public Works, authorisation by Parllament. . 1702

Agricultural Settlement and Immigration .. 1710
Papers : Tower House, Kast Perth 1659

Bills : ‘.‘;‘ﬂ“""‘“ Assistance Act Ameudment Yoo
Vermin Boards Act Amcndment. 2;1 1597
Assent to Bills ... S U )

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

FPATERS PRESENTED.

By tiie Colonial Secrelary: 1, Report
on the inspection of liquors for the year
1914-15. 2, (a) Corrigin Road Board,
Health Aect, 1911-12.—Resolution (A)
adopting model by-laws; (b) Buriville
Tocal Board of Health.—Resolution (B)
adopting model by-laws; (e} Melville
Road Board—by-law; (d) Menzies Road
Board.—Resoiution (A) adopting moedel
by-laws. 3, Life Assurance Companies
Aet, 1899—Tables in connection with
the business done by life assurance com-
panies operating in Weslern Australia.
4, Audit of arcounts of the Siate meat
stalls, * 5, Report on the werk of the
Charities Department  for the year
ended 30th June, 1915. G, Fremantle
Harbour Trust.—Amendment of rezula-
tions Nos. 163 and 96. ~
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JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
MONEY BILLS PROCEDURE.

Eaztension of time.

On motion by the COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY (Hon. J. M. Drew—Central)
the time for bringing up the report was
extended for a week.

MOTION — COMMONWEALTH
DEFENCE ACT, CONSCRIPTION.
Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [4.34]:

I move—

That in the opinion of this House
any attempt to extend the conscription
seclions, as set forth in the Common-
wealth  Defence Act, other than to
amend the eristing provisos thereih re-
lating to eremplions, so as to provide
that age or physical infirmily shall be
the ownly qualification for eremption,
would be inimical lo the best interests
of Australia, and’ would not at this
Juncture assisé ihe Kmpire and ils
Allies in prosecuting the present war
‘to a successful conclusion

1 have no intention of trenching at any
great length upon the valuable time of
this Chamber. 1 recognise that the sub-
jeet matter of fhe molion is one over
whieh this House and this TParliament
cannot exercise jurisdiction. The faet,

ilowever, that it covers a  question
which is well worthy of considera-
fion af the hands of this House
i¥ my one and only reason for

bringing it forward. For some time
past various members of the TFederal
Parliament and a section of the Austra-
lian people have advocated that eonserip-
tion should be enforced beyond the con-
fines of the Commonwealth, or any of its
territories. More recenfly in this State a
seetion of the Press and a section of the
community have been advocating in a
gimilar direction. Na doubi the action
adopted by this section of the Press has
been instrumental, to -a very greal ex-
tent, in prompling the hon. member for
Geraldton (AT, Heitraann) to give notice
of a resolution of an affirmatory char-
acter in the Legislative Assembly in the
direction of eouscription.- That motion



